
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
SALISBURY CITY COUNCIL 

WORK SESSION AGENDA 
------------- 

JULY 20, 2015 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

GOVERNMENT OFFICE BUILDING 
 

1:00 p.m. CLOSED SESSION 

1:30 p.m. Employee Handbook Change – Dept. Director City Residency Requirement 

2:00 p.m. Accepting DNR Grant for Marina Pedestals – Michael Moulds 

2:30 p.m. City Curfew – Barbara Duncan - Public Discussion 

3:15 p.m. Urban Chicken Ordinance – Council/Dave Meienschein 

4:00 p.m. Council discussion 

4:15 p.m. Adjournment 

  

 

 
 

Times shown are approximate. Council reserves the right to adjust the agenda as circumstances warrant.  
The Council reserves the right to convene in Closed Session as permitted under the Annotated Code of Maryland 10-508(a). 

 
 

 
 
Posted: 7/15/15 
 



   

  
INTER  

MEMO 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE 
 

 OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
 
To:  Tom Stevenson, City Administrator 
From: Julia Glanz, Asst. City Administrator 
Subject: Department Director Residency Requirements  
Date: July 15, 2015 

 
 
Attached is a resolution altering the City of Salisbury Employee Handbook to make it mandatory 
for any future Department Director hired after August 31, 2015 to live within the City limits of 
Salisbury, MD. The City of Salisbury would like to see all of its employees living within City 
limits. Our Department Directors are role models for employees within their departments and 
may be able to encourage their employees to do so, but only if they themselves are living within 
City limits. Department Directors that live within the City of Salisbury have more invested in the 
community.  
 
Unless you or the Mayor has further questions, please forward this resolution to the City 
Council. 
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CITY OF SALISBURY 1 

RESOLUTION NO.  2 

A Resolution of the City of Salisbury to Modify the Employee Handbook to Require Future 3 
Department Heads to Reside in Salisbury Unless Waived by the Council. 4 

WHEREAS, the City of Salisbury has an Employee Handbook; and 5 

 WHEREAS, the Human Resources Division of the Internal Services Department has 6 
reviewed the Employee Handbook; and 7 

 WHEREAS, the Human Resources Division recommends making changes to the 8 
Employee Handbook to meet the needs of the City and its employees; and 9 

 WHEREAS, the recommended changes have been discussed with the Mayor, each of the 10 
Department Directors and the City Council; 11 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Salisbury, Maryland to amend 12 
the Employee Handbook as shown on Attachment A with additions underlined. 13 

 THE ABOVE RESOLUTION was introduced and read and passed at the regular meeting 14 
of the City of Salisbury held on ____ day of _____ 2015, and is to become effective immediately 15 
upon adoption.  16 

 17 

ATTEST: 18 

 19 

__________________________________          __________________________________ 20 
Kimberly R. Nichols, City Clerk Jacob R. Day, President 21 

Salisbury City Council 22 
 23 

 24 

APPROVED BY ME THIS ____ day of _______, 2015. 25 

 26 

________________________________________ 27 
James Ireton, Jr., Mayor 28 
 29 



Attachment A 

 
 

0107 Employment Status 
B. Appointed Positions. Positions staffed through an “at will” employment relationship. 

Employees in “appointed” positions serve at the pleasure and discretion of the appointing 
officials subject to applicable local, state, and federal laws and regulations. The City may enter 
into a contract or employment agreement with an employee in an appointed position that 
provides for terms or conditions of employment that differ from the standard terms and 
conditions of employment for all other employees.  New Department Heads hired after August 
31, 2015, must live inside the corporate limits of the City of Salisbury during their employment 
with the City, unless this requirement is waived by a resolution of the Council. All appointed 
positions are filled through a competitive selection process based on the merit and fitness of the 
individual selected. 
 









RESOLUTION NO. _______ 1 
 2 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF SALISBURY ACCEPTING FUNDS AWARDED 3 
THROUGH THE MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, 4 
WATERWAY IMPROVEMENT FUND GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $25,000 FOR 5 
UTILITY PEDESTALS AT THE PORT OF SALISBURY MARINA. 6 
 7 
 WHEREAS, the Maryland Department of Natural Resources has the Waterway 8 
Improvement Fund program which supports the development, use, and enjoyment of all waters 9 
of the State of Maryland for the benefit of the general boating public; and 10 
 11 
 WHEREAS, the Waterway Improvement Fund provides financial support to local 12 
governments for capital projects and services for the boating public; and 13 
 14 
 WHEREAS, the Port of Salisbury Marina has electric pedestals at the boat slips; and 15 
 16 

WHEREAS, the City of Salisbury desires to replace and upgrade the pedestals to provide 17 
electric, lighting, water, phone and cable capabilities in the Salisbury Marina; and 18 
 19 

WHEREAS, the City of Salisbury will coordinate the design, procurement and 20 
installation of the pedestals; and 21 
 22 
 WHEREAS, the project will provide improvements to benefit the general boating public 23 
along the Wicomico River. 24 
 25 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Salisbury, 26 
Maryland does hereby accept the grant of $25,000 from the Maryland Department of Natural 27 
Resources for the replacement and upgrade of utility pedestals at the Port of Salisbury Marina. 28 
 29 
 THE ABOVE RESOLUTION was introduced and read and passed at the regular meeting 30 
of the Council of the City of Salisbury held on this ____ day of ___________, 2015 and is to 31 
become effective immediately upon adoption. 32 
 33 
ATTEST: 34 
 35 
 36 
__________________________  ____________________________ 37 
Kimberly R. Nichols    Jacob R. Day 38 
CITY CLERK     PRESIDENT, City Council 39 
 40 
APPROVED by me this ______ day of ____________, 2015 41 
 42 
 43 
__________________________ 44 
James Ireton, Jr. 45 
MAYOR, City of Salisbury 46 
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May 27, 2015

TO:	 Tom Stevenson
City Administrator

FROM:	 Chief Barbara Duncan

SUBJECT: Juvenile Curfew Ordinance

Attached is an ordinance of the City of Salisbury adding Chapter 9.10 Minors Daytime
and Nighttime Curfews to Title 9 of the Salisbury City Code.

Unless you or the Mayor has further questions, please forward this Ordinance to the Salisbury
City Council.

BarIlóra Duncan
Chief of Police

Attachment: Juvenile Curfew Ordinance





















CITY OF SALISBURY 1 
ORDINANCE N0. __________ 2 

             3 
 4 

AN ORDINANCE of the City of Salisbury adding Chapter 9.10 Minors – 5 
Daytime and Nighttime Curfews to Title 9 of the Salisbury Municipal Code.  6 
 7 

WHEREAS, research of law enforcement statistics indicate that crime is reduced and the 8 
safety of minors is improved by the imposition of a curfew for minors; and 9 

 10 
WHEREAS, certain neighborhoods have requested the imposition of curfews for minors 11 

in their neighborhood; and 12 
 13 
WHEREAS, the City of Salisbury has decided it is in the best interest of the City to 14 
create curfews for minors; and 15 
 16 
WHEREAS, the City desires to add a new Chapter to Title 9 of the Code to enact 17 

curfews for minors. 18 
 19 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it enacted and ordained by the Council of the City of 20 

Salisbury, Maryland, that Chapter 9.10 be added to the Salisbury Municipal Code, as follows: 21 
 22 
Chapter 9.10  MINORS - DAYTIME AND NIGHTTIME CURFEWS 23 
 24 
9.10.01. Definitions. 25 
 26 
(a) In general. 27 
In this subtitle the following terms have the meanings indicated. 28 
 29 
(b) Establishment. 30 
“Establishment” means: 31 

(1) any privately-owned place of business carried on for a profit; or 32 
(2) any place of amusement or entertainment to which the public is invited. 33 

 34 
(c) Minor. 35 
“Minor” means any person under the age of 17 years. 36 
 37 
(d) Operator. 38 

(1) “Operator” means any individual, firm, association, partnership, or corporation 39 
operating, managing, or conducting any establishment. 40 
(2) Whenever used in any clause prescribing a penalty, the term “operator”: 41 

(i) as applied to associations or partnerships, shall include the members or 42 
partners thereof; and 43 
(ii) as applied to corporations, shall include the officers thereof. 44 

(e) Parent. 45 
“Parent” means: 46 



(1) any natural parent of a minor; 47 
(2) a guardian; or 48 
(3) any person 18 years old or older who is legally responsible for the care and custody of 49 
a minor. 50 

 51 
 (f) Public place. 52 
“Public place” means any public street, highway, road, alley, park, playground, wharf, dock, 53 
public building, or vacant lot. 54 
 55 
(g) Remain. 56 
“Remain” means to loiter, idle, wander, stroll, or play in or upon. 57 
 58 
(h) Youth Connection Center. 59 
“Youth Connection Center” means a place, as established or designated by the City, to which 60 
minors believed to be in violation of § 9.10.03 {“Prohibited conduct of minors – Nighttime 61 
curfew”} or § 9.10.04 {“Prohibited conduct of minors – Daytime curfew”} of this subtitle can be 62 
taken to determine an appropriate course of action. 63 
 64 
§ 9.10.02. Legislative findings. 65 
 66 
The Mayor and City Council find that: 67 
 68 

(1) An emergency has been created by a substantial increase in the number and in the 69 
seriousness of crimes committed by minors against persons and property within the City, 70 
and this has created a menace to the preservation of public peace, safety, health, morals, 71 
and welfare. 72 
 73 

(2) The increase in juvenile delinquency has been caused in part by the large number of 74 
minors who are permitted to remain in public places and in certain establishments during night 75 
hours without adult supervision, and during daylight hours at times when, by law, they are 76 
required to attend school. 77 
 78 

(3) Education is the foundation of success and a productive life. Wicomico County 79 
provides the educational system and its staff, but the cooperation of students and their parents 80 
determines the productivity of the educational system. Late evening activity by certain of 81 
our youth prevents them from concentrating in class or, even worse, causes their absence 82 
from class. This, together with truancy, has risen alarmingly in recent years and youth is 83 
thus deprived of a necessary basic education. The rate of absenteeism has risen alarmingly in 84 
recent years while the achievement rate has rapidly decreased. The end result is an increase 85 
in failures and dropouts, frustration, malcontent, antisocial conduct, and, for many, a future 86 
without promise. 87 
 88 

(4) The problem of juvenile delinquency can be reduced by regulating the hours during 89 
which minors may remain in public places and in certain establishments without adult 90 
supervision, and by imposing certain duties and responsibilities upon the parents or other adult 91 
persons who have care and custody of minors. 92 



 93 
§ 9.10.03. Prohibited conduct of minors – Nighttime curfew. 94 
 95 
(a) Scope of section. 96 
This section does not apply to a minor: 97 

(1) accompanied by the minor’s parent; 98 
(2) exercising First Amendment rights protected by the United States Constitution, such 99 
as the free exercise of religion, freedom of speech, or the right of assembly; 100 
(3) in a motor vehicle involved in interstate travel; 101 
(4) engaged in an employment activity or going to or returning home from an 102 
employment activity, without any detour or stop; 103 
(5) involved in an emergency; 104 
(6) on the sidewalk abutting the minor’s residence or abutting the residence of a next-105 
door neighbor if the neighbor did not complain to the Police Department about the 106 
minor’s presence; or 107 
(7) attending or, without any detour or stop, going to or returning from an official school, 108 
religious, or other recreational activity supervised by adults and sponsored by the City 109 
of Salisbury, a civic organization, or another similar entity that takes responsibility for 110 
the minor. 111 

 112 
(b) Prohibited conduct – Minors less than 14 years old. 113 
No minor less than 14 years of age may remain in or about any public place or any establishment 114 
between the hours of 9 p.m. on any day and 6 a.m. of the following day. 115 
 116 
(C) Prohibited conduct – Minors at least 14 but less than 17 years old. 117 

(1) From and including12:01 a.m. on the Friday preceding Memorial Day each year 118 
through 12 midnight of the last Sunday of August each year, no minor at least 14, but less 119 
than 17, years of age may remain in or about any public place or any establishment 120 
between the hours of 11p.m. on any day and 6 a.m. of the following day. 121 
(2) For the remainder of the calendar year, no minor at least 14, but less than 17, years of 122 
age may remain in or about any public place or any establishment: 123 

(i) between the hours of 11 p.m. on a Friday and 6:00 a.m. of the following 124 
Saturday; 125 
(ii) between the hours of 11 p.m. on a Saturday and 6:00 a.m. of the following 126 
Sunday; or 127 
(iii) between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. of the following day, on any 128 
other day of the week. 129 

 130 
§ 9.10.04. Prohibited conduct of minors – Daytime curfew. 131 
 132 
(a) In general. 133 
Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b) of this section, no minor under the age of 16 may 134 
remain in or about any public place or any establishment between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 135 
3 p.m. on any day during which the minor is required to be in school. 136 
 137 
(b) Exceptions. 138 



Subsection (a) of this section does not apply if: 139 
(1) the minor has written proof from school authorities excusing his or her attendance at 140 
that particular time; or 141 
(2) the minor is accompanied by the minor’s parent or by a person 21 years old or older; 142 
or 143 
(3) the minor is traveling to or from school. 144 

 145 
§ 9.10.05. Prohibited conduct of parents, guardians, etc. 146 
 147 
It is unlawful for the parent of any minor to knowingly permit or, by insufficient control, to 148 
allow that minor to be in or about any public place or any establishment if that minor’s presence 149 
would violate § 9.10.03 {“Prohibited conduct of minors – Nighttime curfew”} or § 9.10.04 150 
{“Prohibited conduct of minors – Daytime curfew”} of this subtitle. 151 
 152 
§ 9.10.06. Prohibited conduct of establishments. 153 
 154 
No operator of an establishment or his agents or employees may knowingly permit any minor to 155 
remain on the premises of that establishment if that minor’s presence would violate § 9.10.03 156 
{“Prohibited conduct of minors – Nighttime curfew”} or § 9.10.04 {“Prohibited conduct of 157 
minors – Daytime curfew”} of this subtitle. 158 
 159 
§ 9.10.07. Detention of minor not an arrest. 160 
 161 
Detention of a minor under this subtitle is not considered an arrest and does not create a criminal 162 
record for the minor under State law. 163 
 164 
§ 9.10.08. Enforcement generally. 165 
 166 
(a) Identification. 167 
If a police officer has reason to believe that a minor is in violation of § 9.10.03 {“Prohibited 168 
conduct of minors – Nighttime curfew”} or § 9.10.04 {“Prohibited conduct of minors – Daytime 169 
curfew”} of this subtitle, the police officer shall seek to obtain from the minor: 170 

(1) the minor’s name, address, school or other valid identification, and age; and 171 
(2) the name of the minor’s parent or parents. 172 

(b) Daytime curfew. 173 
(1) For a minor believed to be in violation of § 9.10.04 {“Prohibited conduct of minors – 174 
Daytime curfew”}, the minor shall be taken, as appropriate, to: 175 

(i) the minor’s school; 176 
(ii) a Youth Connection Center; or 177 
(iii) the minor’s home. 178 

(2) If the minor is taken to school or to a Youth Connection Center, the school or center, 179 
as the case may be, shall: 180 

(i) notify a parent about the violation of this subtitle; and 181 
(ii) take appropriate measures to reduce the probability that the minor will commit 182 
a subsequent violation of this subtitle. 183 

(c) Nighttime curfew. 184 



(1) For a minor believed to be in violation of § 9.10.03 {“Prohibited conduct of minors – 185 
Nighttime curfew”}, the minor shall be taken, as appropriate, to: 186 

(i) the minor’s home; or 187 
(ii) a Youth Connection Center. 188 

(2) If the minor is taken to a Youth Connection Center, the facility shall: 189 
(i) notify a parent or an adult brother, sister, aunt, uncle, or grandparent to come 190 
and take charge of the minor; 191 
(ii) notify a parent about the violation of this subtitle; and 192 
(iii) take appropriate measures to reduce the probability that the minor will 193 

 commit a subsequent violation of this subtitle. 194 
(3) If the minor is taken to a Youth Connection Center and, by 6 a.m. of the following 195 
morning, no parent or adult brother, sister, aunt, uncle, or grandparent can be located or 196 
none come and take charge of the minor, the minor shall be, as appropriate: 197 

(i) taken to the minor’s home; 198 
(ii) referred to or placed in the custody of the Wicomico County Department of 199 
Social Services; or 200 
(iii) released from the Youth Connection Center. 201 

 202 
(d) Maximum period of detention. 203 
In no event may a minor be detained for more than 24 hours if the minor is charged solely with a 204 
violation of this subtitle. 205 
 206 
(e) Notices. 207 
Notice is presumed to be received by a parent if deposited in a depository for mailing United 208 
States Mail, properly addressed and with first-class postage paid. The mailing may be shown 209 
by the records of the sending agency made in the regular course of its business. 210 
 211 
§ 9.10.08.1. Enforcement by Infraction. 212 
 213 
(a) In general. 214 
In addition to any other civil or criminal remedy or enforcement procedure, § 9.10.05 215 
{“Prohibited conduct of parents, guardians, etc.”} of this subtitle and § 9.10.06 {“Prohibited 216 
conduct of establishments”} of this subtitle may be enforced by issuance of a municipal 217 
infraction under the city of Salisbury Charter Article V Subtitle 38 {“Enforcement of 218 
Ordinances”}. 219 
 220 
(b) Process not exclusive. 221 
The issuance of a municipal infraction to enforce those sections does not preclude pursuing any 222 
other civil or criminal remedy authorized by law. 223 
 224 
§ 9.10.09. Penalties. 225 
 226 
(a) Parents, guardians, etc. 227 

(1) A parent who violates § 9.10.05 {“Prohibited conduct of parents, guardians, etc.”} of 228 
this subtitle for the 1st time may be issued: 229 



(i) a municipal infraction under Salisbury Charter Article 1, Subtitle 38 230 
{“Enforcement of Ordinances”}; or 231 
(ii) if the parent agrees to attend family counseling sessions with the minor at an 232 
agency approved by the City of Salisbury, a notice that a municipal infraction will 233 
be issued if the counseling sessions are not completed. 234 

(2) A parent who violates § 9.10.05 {“Prohibited conduct of parents, guardians, etc.”} of 235 
this subtitle after having received notice under § 9.10.08 {“Enforcement”} of a prior 236 
violation or after having been issued a municipal infraction or a notice under paragraph 237 
(1) of this subsection for a prior violation is guilty of a misdemeanor and, on conviction, 238 
is subject to 1 or more of the following, in the discretion of the court: 239 

(i) a fine not to exceed $500 and costs; and 240 
(ii) community service. 241 

 242 
(b) Operator of establishment. 243 
Any operator of an establishment and any agent or employee of any operator who violates any 244 
provision of § 9.10.06 {“Prohibited conduct of establishments”}of this subtitle is guilty of a 245 
misdemeanor and, on conviction, is subject to a fine of not more than $500 for each violation. 246 
 247 
(c) Separate offenses. 248 
Each violation of a provision of this subtitle constitutes a separate offense. 249 
 250 
§ 9.10.10. Continuing evaluation. 251 
 252 
The Mayor and City Council shall continue evaluating and updating this subtitle through 253 
methods including but not limited to: 254 

(1) Annually, on or before February 1 of each year, the Police Chief must report to the 255 
Mayor and City Council: 256 

(i) on the effect of this subtitle on crimes committed by and against minors; 257 
(ii) the number of warnings issued and arrests of minors, parents, and operators 258 
hereunder; and 259 
(iii) such other information as the Mayor and City Council may request. 260 

(2) On a regular basis, the Mayor and City Council shall receive informal reports of all 261 
exceptional cases hereunder and advisory opinions for consideration in further updating 262 
and continuing evaluation of this subtitle. 263 

 264 
 265 

AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF 266 
SALISBURY, MARYLAND, that the Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage. 267 
 268 

THIS ORDINANCE was introduced and read at a meeting of the Council of the City of 269 
Salisbury held on the _____ day of _____________, 2015 and thereafter, a statement of the 270 
substance of the ordinance having been published as required by law, in the meantime, was 271 
finally passed by the Council on the ___ day of ______________, 2015, and shall take effect 272 
____________________.  273 
 274 
 275 



ATTEST: 276 
 277 
_________________________   _________________________ 278 
Kimberly R. Nichols, City Clerk   Jacob Day, City Council President 279 
 280 
 281 
 282 
Approved by me, this ________day of ______________, 2015. 283 
 284 
 285 
__________________________ 286 
James Ireton, Jr., 287 
Mayor 288 
 289 
 290 



ORDINANCE NO.  _____ 1 
 2 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SALISBURY TO AMEND CHAPTER 6.04  DOGS, 3 
FOWL AND OTHER ANIMALS OF THE SALISBURY CITY CODE TO ADD 4 
DEFINITIONS RELATED TO URBAN CHICKENS AND ENACTING CHAPTER 6.05 TO 5 
AUTHORIZE THE KEEPING OF CHICKENS SUBJECT TO CERTAIN REGULATIONS. 6 
 7 
WHEREAS, the city of Salisbury recognizes the benefits of locally produced food; and   8 
 9 
WHEREAS, the city of Salisbury currently prohibits the keeping of chickens in the corporate 10 
limits of the city of Salisbury; and  11 
 12 
WHEREAS, the city of Salisbury deems it to be in the best interest of the city of Salisbury to 13 
allow residents to keep a limited number of chickens for providing eggs for the residents’ 14 
personal consumption; and  15 
 16 
WHEREAS, the City Council of Salisbury, Maryland, (i) desires to modify Chapter 6.04, 17 
Salisbury City Code and enact Chapter 6.05, Salisbury City Code, to add definitions related to 18 
urban chickens and to authorize the keeping of chickens subject to certain regulations as set forth 19 
below, and (ii) finds such action reasonably furthers the health, safety, and general welfare of the 20 
citizens of Salisbury.  21 
 22 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 23 
SALISBURY, MARYLAND that Chapter 6.04 be modified and that an additional Chapter 6.05 24 
be added as follows:  25 
 26 

Chapter 6.04 27 
 28 

DOGS, FOWL AND OTHER ANIMALS 29 
 30 
6.04.040 Maintenance of fowl within residential districts prohibited. 31 
 32 
No person shall keep, own, maintain, use or have in his possession any live turkeys, guineas, geese, ducks 33 
or pigeons within any residential district within the corporate limits of the city of Salisbury, other than in 34 
a municipal park or licensed slaughterhouse., except as set forth in Chapter 6.05. 35 
 36 
6.04.270 Farm animals prohibited. 37 
 38 
No person shall keep, raise, maintain, or have in his possession any live cows, goats, sheep or other farm 39 
animals within the corporate limits of the city other than a licensed slaughterhouse., except as permitted 40 
in Chapter 6.05 and Chapter 6.06. 41 
 42 



Chapter 6.05 43 
 44 

URBAN CHICKENS 45 
 46 

Sections: 47 
6.05.010 Definitions 48 
6.05.020 Purpose 49 
6.05.030 Unlawful acts 50 
6.05.040 Number of chickens permitted 51 
6.05.050 Registration 52 
6.05.060 Enclosures 53 
6.05.070 Henhouses 54 
6.05.080 Odor and noise impacts 55 
6.05.090 Lighting 56 
6.05.100 Predator, rodent, insect and parasite reduction 57 
6.05.110 Feed and water 58 
6.05.120 Waste storage and removal 59 
6.05.130 Veterinary care 60 
6.05.140 Removal of chickens 61 
6.05.150 Violations and penalties 62 
6.05.160 Appeals 63 
 64 
6.05.010 Definitions. 65 
 66 

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  67 
 68 

“Urban chicken” means a hen chicken permitted under this article. 69 
 70 
6.05.020 Purpose. 71 
 72 

The purpose of this article is to provide standards for the keeping of domesticated chickens. It is 73 
intended to enable residents to keep a small number of chickens while limiting the potential adverse 74 
impacts on the surrounding neighborhood. The City recognizes that adverse neighborhood impacts may 75 
result from the keeping of domesticated chickens due to noise, odor, unsanitary animal living conditions, 76 
unsanitary waste storage and removal, the attraction of predators, rodents, insects, or parasites, and 77 
unconfined animals leaving the owner's property. This article is intended to create standards and 78 
requirements that ensure that domesticated chickens do not adversely impact the neighborhood 79 
surrounding the property on which the chickens are kept. 80 
 81 
6.05.030 Unlawful acts. 82 
 83 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep chickens in violation of any provisions of this 84 
article or any other provisions of the Salisbury Municipal Code. 85 
 86 

B. It shall be unlawful for any owner, renter, or leaseholder of property to allow chickens to be 87 
kept on the property in violation of the provisions of this article or any other provisions of the 88 
Salisbury Municipal Code. 89 



 90 
C. No person shall keep chickens inside a dwelling unit.  91 

 92 
D. No person shall keep chickens on a vacant or uninhabited parcel of land. 93 
 94 
E. No person shall raise any animal for fighting.   95 

 96 
6.05.040 Number of chickens permitted. 97 
 98 

A. The maximum number of chickens allowed is six (6) per occupied single-family dwelling 99 
unit. 100 
 101 

B. No roosters are permitted. 102 
 103 
6.05.050 Registration. 104 
 105 

Chickens shall be registered with the State Department of Agriculture, Domestic Poultry and 106 
Exotic Bird Registration Division before being housed on an allowed property site. 107 
 108 
6.05.060 Enclosures. 109 
 110 

A. Chickens shall be kept in an enclosure or fenced area at all times. During daylight hours, 111 
chickens may be allowed outside of their pen in a securely fenced yard if supervised by the 112 
owner or responsible person. Chickens shall be secured within the henhouse during non-113 
daylight hours. 114 
 115 

B. Enclosures shall be clean, dry, and odor free, kept in a neat and sanitary condition at all times, 116 
in a manner that will not disturb the use or enjoyment of neighboring lots due to noise, odor 117 
or other adverse impacts. 118 

 119 
C. The henhouse and chicken pen shall provide adequate ventilation and adequate sun and 120 

shade, and both must be resistant to rodents, wild birds, and predators, including dogs and 121 
cats. 122 

 123 
D. Enclosures, henhouses and pens may not be closer than five (5) feet to any residence or 124 

property line. 125 
 126 
6.05.070 Henhouses. 127 
 128 

A. A henhouse shall provide safe and healthy living conditions for the chickens while 129 
minimizing adverse impacts to other residents in the neighborhood. 130 
 131 

B. An enclosed chicken pen shall consist of sturdy wire fencing. Opening windows and vents 132 
shall be covered with predator- and bird-proof wire with openings of less than one inch.  The 133 
pen shall be covered with wire, aviary netting, or solid roofing.  134 

 135 



C. The enclosed chicken pen area shall be kept clean to prevent manure-borne pathogens such as 136 
coccidia and nematodes. 137 

 138 
D. The structure shall be enclosed on all sides and shall have a roof and doors. Access doors 139 

shall be equiped to be shut and locked at night.  140 
 141 
E. Full sized hens shall be given at least two square feet of personal covered living space and an 142 

additional three square feet of yard space in which to move freely about.  The square footage 143 
may be in any reasonable configuration.   144 

 145 
F. The henhouse shall have a well maintained interior and exterior. 146 

 147 
6.05.080 Odor and noise impacts. 148 
 149 

A. Odors from chickens, chicken manure, or other chicken-related substances shall not be 150 
perceptible at the property boundaries. 151 
 152 

B. Perceptible noise from the chickens shall not be loud enough at the property boundaries to 153 
disturb persons of reasonable sensitivity. 154 

 155 
6.05.090 Lighting. 156 
 157 

Only motion-activated lighting may be used to light the exterior of the henhouse and the pen. 158 
 159 
6.05.100 Predator, rodent, insect and parasite reduction. 160 
 161 

The property owners shall take all necessary action to reduce the attraction of predators and 162 
rodents and the potential infestation of insects and parasites. 163 
 164 
6.05.110 Feed and water. 165 
 166 

Chickens shall be provided with feed and clean water at all times; such feed and water shall be 167 
rodent-proof. 168 
 169 
6.05.120 Waste storage and removal. 170 
 171 

Provisions shall be made for the storage and removal of chicken manure. The proper methods for 172 
removal of chicken waste are composting or double bagging and placing in tightly covered trash 173 
receptacles. All stored manure shall be made rodent-proof by using a fully enclosed structure with a 174 
secured roof or lid over the entire structure. All other manure not used for composting or fertilizing shall 175 
be removed.  The henhouse, chicken pen and surrounding area shall be kept free from trash and 176 
accumulated droppings. Uneaten feed shall be removed in a timely manner. 177 
 178 
6.05.130 Veterinary care. 179 
 180 

All chickens shall be afforded veterinary care if they are known or suspected to be sick or injured. 181 



 182 
6.05.140 Removal of chickens. 183 
 184 

A. Detection of the Avian influenza virus (HPAI), as known as "avian flu" or "bird flu" may 185 
result in immediate culling of the flock.  Removal of the flock shall be determined by the 186 
Maryland Department of Agriculture. 187 
 188 

B. If an order of removal is issued, the violator shall be given 30 days to remove the chickens or 189 
any chicken related structures that are in violation. If the City is required to expend resources 190 
to remove the chickens or any chicken related structure, the violator shall be responsible for 191 
all related removal fees.   192 

 193 
C. Any City enforcement officers in 6.05.150 (A) or inspector in 6.05.140 (A), may order the 194 

removal of the chickens upon a determination that the chickens pose a health risk. 195 
 196 
D. If a chicken dies, it shall be disposed of promptly. Carcasses shall be buried on site at a depth 197 

not less than two (2) feet, then firmly covered with soil. Bricks, large stones, concrete blocks 198 
or other heavy, solid objects shall be placed over the filled hole to discourage digging by dogs 199 
or other animals. These may be removed once decomposition is assured. Powdered lime may 200 
be spread on the carcass before filling the hole to hasten decomposition and minimize odor. It 201 
is illegal to place animal carcasses of any kind in city trash containers. 202 

 203 
6.05.150 Violations and penalties. 204 
 205 

A. The Health Inspector, Health Officer, Animal Control Officer or Neighborhood Services & 206 
Code Compliance officer may issue violations and fines.  207 
 208 

B. Any person found in violation of any code in this Chapter may be issued a corrective action 209 
letter or notice of violation or a municipal infraction. They will be ordered to comply within a 210 
reasonable amount of time. If a person has five (5) violations on the same property within a 211 
365-day period, said property will be designated a chronic nuisance property. 212 

 213 
C. Any person who trains or uses a dog, bird, fowl, cock, or any other animal; or who permits 214 

same to be trained or used for the purpose of fighting; or who arranges or conducts an animal 215 
fight or participates as a spectator of an animal fight shall be subject to a criminal penalty of 216 
One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) and/or imprisonment of not less than ninety (90) days but 217 
not more than six (6) months. The Court may also impose an order requiring a psychological 218 
evaluation of the convicted offender.   219 

 220 
6.05.160 Appeals. 221 
 222 

A person appealing the issuance of any violations and/or fines by the Permitting Officer may 223 
appeal to the Housing Board of Appeals and Adjustments within 21 days of the decision being appealed. 224 
(or Apply 15.27.060 from Ordinance no.2265, Chronic Nuisance Property Owners  on Appeals) 225 
 226 
 227 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 228 
 229 



THIS ORDINANCE was introduced and read at a meeting of the Council of the City of Salisbury held on 230 
the ___ day of  ____________, 2015, and thereafter, a statement of the substance of the Ordinance having 231 
been published as required by law, was finally passed by the Council on the ___ day of __________, 232 
2015. 233 
 234 
ATTEST: 235 
 236 
__________________________   ____________________________ 237 
Kimberly R. Nichols, City Clerk   Jacob R. Day, City Council President 238 
 239 
 240 
Approved by me this ___ day of ______________, 2015 241 
 242 
 243 
___________________________ 244 
James Ireton, Jr. Mayor 245 

 246 
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