
CITY OF SALISBURY

WORK SESSION

OCTOBER 17, 2016

Public Officials Present

Council President John R. " Jack" Heath Mayor Jacob R. Day (arrived 4: 35 p. m.)
Councilman Muir Boda Councilman James Ireton. Jr. (arrived 4: 58 p. m.)
Councilwoman April Jackson

In Attendance

City Clerk Kimberly R. Nichols, City Administrator Tom Stevenson, Assistant City
Administrator Julie Glanz, Building, Permits and Inspections Director Bill Holland, Police Chief
Barbara Duncan, interested citizens and members of the press.

On October 17, 2016, Salisbury City Council convened in Work Session at 4: 30 p. m. in
Council Chambers, Room # 301 of the Government Office Building.

West Salisbury Elementary School/Annexation

Building Permits and Inspections Director William Holland joined Council to discuss the West
Salisbury Elementary Schools annexation request. He reported this was slightly different from
other annexations the City has been involved in because there will be no concept development
plan presented or fiscal impact statement, as there will be no impact to the City. Mr. Holland
reported the information was being provided for Council' s review prior to scheduling the
annexation for a Public Hearing at Legislative Session.

Council reached unanimous consensus to advance the annexation to legislative session.

Proclamation

Mayor Jacob R. Day presented the proclamation to Jaycees President Jess Kling proclaiming
October 16— 22, 2016 as Jaycee Week in the City. He expressed appreciation for the many
contributions the organization has made to the Community over the past 76 years.

Toy Gun Discussion

Police Chiefjoined Council at the table to discuss toy guns in the City. She reported the Police
Department confiscated an average of seven ( 7) BB or Air Soft toy-type guns per year over the
past six ( 6) years and have confiscated eight ( 8) toy guns so far this year.

City Attorney Tilghman reported that the sale of BB guns and pellet guns could not be prohibited
in the City because Maryland does not regulate these types of weapons— they allow the Federal
government to regulate. Maryland does prohibit the sale of traditional B. B., paint ball or pellet

firing air guns to minors. The Federal law. Mr. Tilghman stated that the sale of these types of
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weapons cannot be prohibited, but the use of them can be regulated. and Federal law stipulates
the provisions of the section supersedes any provision of state or local laws or ordinances.

Mr. Heath noted there were two separate issues at hand. The original request was to identify
methods of distinguishing toy guns from real guns for safety purposes. Mr. Tilghman informed
Council that the Federal government defines " toy", and pellet guns and BB guns are not toys.

Federal law also regulates toy gun markings, and all toy guns are required to comply.

Mr. Boda explained that the toy gun discussion surfaced from residents who were concerned that
toy guns could be bought off shelves in stores. They look real and children can walk around
neighborhoods with them. If a child points a toy gun at an officer, how does the officer decide
whether it is real or not?

After further discussion it was agreed that more research should be done, and public service.

advocacy. and educational sessions with citizens and stores should be on going. Mayor Day
suggested discussing this topic with our Congressmen or Senators.

Recess

At 5: 18 p.m.. President Heath called for a recess until 6: 00 p.m. at which time Council would
reconvene for the scheduled Closed Session.

Open Session

Council reconvened at 6:00 p.m. Mr. Boda moved, Ms. Jackson seconded. and the vote was
unanimous to convene in Closed Session.

Reconvene in Open Session

At 7: 27 p. m., upon a motion and seconded by Mr. Ireton and Ms. Jackson. and approved by
unanimous vote in favor, the Closed Session was adjourned and Council reconvened in Open

Session.

President Heath reported to the Public that Council had met in Closed Session for the purpose of

discussing a personnel matter. Ms. Jackson moved. Mr. Boda seconded and the motion to
adjourn the Open Session was closed by unanimous vote in favor.
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